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SECRET WELLINGTON 0495 

CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD 

EO 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: MARR MPOL NZ SN UK 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE GNZ MANAGEMENT OF SENOKO FUEL DEPOT AND STOES BASIN 

REF A) STATE 039185; B) WELLINGTON 0465 (NOTAL) 

C) SINGAPORE 0671 

ON FEB 24 EMBASSY BROUGHT MFA (DEPUTY SECRETARY 
NORRISH) INTO DISCUSSION OF SINGAPORE FACILITIES QUESTION. 

(EMBASSY HAD FIRST DISCUSSED MATTER WITH SECRETARY OF 
DEFENSE ROBERTSON BECAUSE KEY MFA OFFICIALS WERE NOT 
AVAILABLE OVER WEEKEND.) NORRISH TOOK NOTE OF THE 
IMMEDIACY OF OUR REQUEST THAT GNZ TAKE OVER SENOKO 
FUEL DEPOT AND SHIP BERTHS AND PROMISED CONSIDERED NEW 
ZEALAND REACTION AFTER SUBJECT HAS BEEN FULLY DISCUSSED 
WITH CONCERNED MINISTERS AND OFFICIALS. HE THOUGHT 
THAT APPROACH TO GOS SHOULD BE DELAYED UNTIL DEFINITIVE 
GNZ STAND HAS BEEN MADE. AT THAT TIME, GNZ AND USG 
COULD WORK OUT TOGETHER BEST MEANS OF OBTAINING GOS 
CONCURRENCE (PARA 2B. REFTEL A). 
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2. NORRISH MENTIONED POSSIBLE DOMESTIC POLITICAL PROBLEM 
WITH LEFT WING OF LABOUR PARTY IN GNZ TAKING OVER SINGAPORE 
FACILITIES. HOWEVER, HE CONCURRED WITH EMBASSY'S 
OBSERVATION THAT LABOUR GOVERNMENT HAD REPEATEDLY REITERATED 
ITS DETERMINATION TO KEEP NEW ZEALAND FORCES IN ANZUK AREA 
WITH NO BACKLAS FROM LABOUR PARTY. THIS BEING THE CASE, 

AN ORDERLY TRANSFER OF MANAGEMENT RESPONSIBILITES FROM 
UK TO NEW ZEALAND, WITH GOS CONCURRENCE, SHOULD NOT RAISE 
ANY SERIOUS PROBLEM. 

3. FOR SINGAPORE: NORRISH STATED THAT HE WOULD BE 
ARRIVING IN SINGAPORE ON FEBRUARY 26 FOR DISCUSSIONS WITH 
ASEAN MINISTERS ON FEB 27 AND 28 AND TO ATTEND 

NEW ZEALAND CHIEFS OF MISSION CONFERENCE ON THE WEEKEND. 

IT OCCURS TO US THAT AMBASSADOR CRONK MIGHT WISH TO 
MEET NORRISH TO DISCUSS FACILITIES QUESTION IN DETAIL. 

QUESTION OF FACILITIES WILL PROBABLY BE DISCUSSED AT COM 
CONFERENCE AND FAVORABLE RECOMMENDATION FROM THAT CONFERENCE 
COULD BE INFLUENTIAL IN WELLINGTON. 
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